
Housing Survey Frequently Asked Questions 

Why do we need a Parish Housing Survey? 

As a local authority we have a duty to assess housing needs under the Housing 
Act 1985 and more recently the National Planning Policy Framework.   This 
assessment of need includes both market housing and affordable housing. 

The local authority can estimate the overall number of new homes required in 
the district by looking at population projections, but this housing survey will 
provide us with a more detailed and local understanding of resident’s needs 
including the types, tenures and sizes of new homes.  

Why can we not use the Housing Register (Waiting List) to give 
an indication of local need? 

It is not just people requiring affordable homes that are in housing need, it is 
also those wishing to buy or rent on the open market.   

The Housing Register only shows need for those wishing to rent affordable 
housing from a housing association  

The survey therefore, seeks to identify housing need across all tenures, 
including open market home ownership, private rent, affordable housing and 
shared ownership. 

What does tenure mean? 

Housing tenure describes the legal status under which you have the right to 
occupy your home.  The most common forms of tenure are: 

• Open Market Home Ownership - These are homes which have no 
occupancy restriction and can be bought by anyone regardless of their 
connection to the area.   

• Affordable Housing – These homes are a way of helping people who 
cannot afford to buy or rent housing on the open market.  The properties 
are usually owned and managed by a Housing Association and can be 
available for rent or part buy through schemes such as Shared 
Ownership. 

• Private Rent – These homes are usually owned by an individual or 
company and let to people regardless of their connection to the area.  
Although this type of tenure is more flexible than the others, rent can be 
more expensive. 

What is meant by a household? 

A household comprises of either one person living alone or a group of people 
(not necessarily related) living at the same address who share cooking facilities 
and share a living room or sitting room or dining area. 

 



I don’t have a housing need.  Do I still need to complete the 
form? 

Yes.  We would like to hear the views of as many people as possible about 
housing in your local area. 

Why do you need my financial information? 

The information is used to determine the affordability of properties within your 
area.  The information will be kept confidential and will not be used for any 
other purpose than that for which it was given. 

I don’t have access to the internet, how can I take part in the 
survey? 

There are public access computers in most libraries and in the DDC reception 
area. 
However, if you would like a paper copy of the survey, please contact the Local 
Strategy Service on 01327 871100 and we will post you one. 

When will the survey start? 

The Housing Needs Survey will start on the 30th November 2015 and close on 
the 15th January 2016. 

What happens with the results of the survey? 

All survey questions will be analysed and a draft copy of the report will be sent 
to the Parish Council for comments 4-6 weeks after the closing date of the 
survey. 

Following this, the report will be published and available for public viewing on 
Daventry District Council’s website. 

As a result of the survey, will more homes be built in my area? 

The survey results will detail the level of need within an area and will be used 
as material consideration for any planning application submitted. 

So whilst in some areas this could support new development, in others it may 
not support any development at all. 

	


